Project Grant: Program Descriptions

Congratulations to the 2011-2012 recipients of NCRA’s Project Grants. The $300 awards support projects that advance literacy by meeting needs that NCRA councils identify in their local communities. 
Blue Ridge offers the holiday gift of books to foster children

At a Christmas party held at a local skating rink, nearly 130 foster children, birth to 19, enrolled in the county’s Home for Hearts program, receive books purchased by, wrapped and given to them by the reading council. Restaurants donate food and workers at the Department of Social Services prepare desserts for the children and their families. 

Crystal Coast provides Happy Birthday gift bags to foster children 

Crystal Coast buys and assembles birthday bags that include cards, books and school supplies for giving to about 80 to 100 foster children, identified by to the Carteret County Department of Social Services. The Department of Social Services delivers the bags.  

Greater Cabarrus celebrates Seuss at the Mall

GCRA members and community volunteers conduct reading and reading-related activities for families at an event that takes place in mid-February/early March at Carolina Mall, Concord, NC.  Children gather in the center of the mall to read, listen to reading, make Seuss’ oobleck, and enjoy other reading activities.  

Over 120 families attend, and most families have at least two to three children.  Many Latino families take advantage of this opportunity, and parents receive literacy materials in Spanish.

Greater Greensboro makes last meeting a Celebration of Literacy

At its last meeting in April, Greater Greensboro gives back to the Title One school that hosts the council’s meeting by sponsoring a cookout, giving away books and teddy bears, assisting parents with family literacy strategies and sharing the writing of Young Authors. Greater Greensboro invites the public library to join the celebration, setting up a booth for the library to promote its summer reading program and encourage parents and children to sign up for library cards. The event serves between 200 and 300 people.

Needy children at the school also receive a book during their annual Book Fair, thanks to the council. In all efforts, Greater Greensboro encourages children and their parents to, “Cozy Up with a Good Book.”
Harnett County supplies books to children in homeless shelters
The Harnett County Reading Council provides books to the ‘increasing numbers’ of children who live in the county’s homeless shelters. On their birthdays, children receive a bag filled with books, writing pads, pencils, crayons and small stuffed animals. Partners include the homeless shelter that distributes the books bags. Campbell University, Jet Blue and other organizations donate bags and items for the bags.
Children, ages 1 to 16, will be served to plant the seed for lifelong learning. The project’s theme is “the more you read, the more you grow.”

Moore County serves children in Habitat and Latino families and more

The Moore County Reading Council works with Family Services to provide books to all children in Habitat families. The council also funds an account at a local bookstore to fund books selected by Latino children who attend afternoon tutoring at Community Presbyterian Church, located across from Pinehurst Elementary School. Parents also receive help with their English at the church. 

New Hanover supports children with Books ‘N Buddies

This project provides reading materials, books and “buddies” or stuffed animals to students identified through teachers, school social workers and New Hanover County Dept. of Social Services. Sources will include Kohl’s Cares, Amazon Books and Barnes and Noble. Books ‘N Buddies will further students’ reading progress and provide comfort and support in everyday life.

Onslow participates in Read for the Record
Read for the Record is a national reading event that encouraged children and their parents to read Llama, Llama Red Pajamas by Anna Dewdney on October 6, 2011. Because Jacksonville has a USO, each family received a copy of the book. The project allowed for participation of approximately 150 children. Learning centers focused on Llama Red Pajamas activities that supported reading for enjoyment: reading the story, making a llama sock puppet, reflecting on an illustration, creating llama ears and designing a bookmark. 
Robeson continues Healing Hearts with books…and more
This on-going project serves children in the pediatric wing of the local hospital, Southeastern Regional Medical Center. Funds supply educational materials, such as books, books-on-tape/CD, cassette/CD players, coloring books, crayons, headphones, batteries, educational electronic games and stuffed toys.
A tag on each item recognizes The Robeson County Reading Association as the donor.

Rockingham reaches out to entire community at Community Reading Conference

Extensive publicity promotes parent and community involvement at the March conference, sponsored by the local reading chapter. Funds will provide a partial match for monies provided by the local arts council to bring Dave McDonald to speak to those who attend. Other features will include a Scholastic Book Fair and “make and take” activities offered by elementary school teachers in the county.

Triangle stocks Habitat home libraries 
Triangle Reading Council continues a project from last year, furnishing children in two Habitat families with personalized libraries. Doing so recognizes research that having a personal library is important to reading achievement and developing reading habits. The council will deliver books in baskets. Books and baskets will be supported by donations, and council members will attend presentations that take place when families assume ownership of their new homes. 

Twin Rivers supports Little Red Bookmobile, an outreach effort for local children

This project serves a need for making books more readily available in the local community. Its creator, Nikki Ingianni, bought a second bookmobile and needs help equipping it. The local council wants to serve its community by supporting this “shining example” of one person’s determination to reach out. Funds will go for gas, paint, decals for the second bookmobile, and members of Twin Rivers will volunteer to work at the bookmobile and donate books and supplies to support this effort.

Wake supports literacy among InterAct’s families in need

This project involves fundraising to provide a range of services needed by the victims and survivors of domestic violence and assault, served by this private, nonprofit United Way agency. InterAct’s 45 beds enable it to serve as a residential shelter. The literacy focus of this project involves holiday gift bags that will be filled, in part, with books, activity books and crayons. Bags for mothers will include copies of the Little Green Book, a how-to guide on helping children read. Raleigh/Wake will supply the house with a bookshelf and stock it with books for children and adults of all ages.  Raleigh/Wake purchased highly-discounted books from Scholastics’ Literacy Partners Program to add to books donated at meetings by members of the council. 
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