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A Couple of “Aha” Moments 
Discussion with a professor from Japan- Dr. Eiji Morita
Discussion with my son, Brian 

Our students report:
They trust their students
Children are happy
They allow time for children to be children
They allow time for learning to happen
Focus on the process
Authentic learning engagements
Their whole society seems to understand the importance of school
That’s funny, we learned it from you

Do you think I will be able to go to 4th Grade?
Mr. Barker said that even if some students don’t pass the test, if they have been working really hard and are always trying to do their best, they might still be able to go to 4th grade.  Do you think I’m that kind of student? 

21st Century Skills 
English, reading or language arts 
World languages 
Arts 
Mathematics 
Economics 
Science 
Geography 
History 
Government and Civics 

21st Century Skills
Interdisciplinary Themes 
Global Awareness
Financial, business, economic entrepreneurial literacy
Civic Literacy
Health Literacy
Environmental Literacy

21st Century Skills
Learning and Innovation Skills 
Creativity and Innovation
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Communication and Collaboration

21st Century Skills
Information, Media, and Technology Skills 
Information Literacy
Media Literacy
ICT Literacy

21st Century Skills
Life and Career Skills 
Flexibility and adaptability
Initiative and Self-Direction
Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
Productivity and Accountability

Our Roots
John Dewey 
Education is life; not preparation for life
Some experiences are mis-educative
Immediate agreeableness
Influence on later experiences
Education as experience; experience, experiment, purposeful learning, freedom
We must consider the powers and purposes of those we teach.

Our Roots
Carl Rogers 
Freedom to Learn
Humanistic psychology
Client-centered approach to counseling
Worth and dignity of the individual and the capacity we have for self-direction
A safe, supportive environment allows each person to journey down the path of self-discovery, self-esteem and self-directed learning
Success depends on the nurturing of the creative life force in each and every child. 

Our Roots
Frank Smith 
Every child has what it takes to be able to learn to read and write
What really happens in the mind of the reader
Tunnel vision
Intelligent sampling
Two groups of people who help children learn
Those who get them into books
Authors
The literacy club 

Our Roots
Ken Goodman 
A learner’s response always makes sense to him/her
Learners use language for purposes that are meaningful to them and that make sense
Miscues are natural and necessary parts of the learning process
Miscues provide a window into the mind of the learner 

Our Roots
Donald Graves 
Schools need to slow down, so kids can hurry up
Our task is to help our students come to know what literacy will do for them 

Our Roots
Eliot Eisner 
Not everything there is to learn or communicate can be learned or communicated through every sign system
The nets we know how to weave, determine the nets we can cast.  The nets we can cast, determine the fish we can catch 

Our Roots
Mem Fox 
Someone needs to do a study on the place of love in learning to read
If children write about the things for which they have passion, they will write much, much more…and, it will be of higher quality.  The learning will be richer and deeper 

Our Roots
Becoming a Nation of Readers 
Skilled reading is constructive. Becoming a skilled reader requires learning to reason about written material using knowledge from everyday life and from disciplined fields of study
Both oral and silent reading are important for the beginner
Readability formulas are useful only as a rough check on the difficulty and appropriateness of books. It is also important to gauge clarity, organization, interest, literary quality, and subject matter  accuracy. 

Our Roots
Becoming a Nation of Readers 
Priority should be given to independent reading. Two hours a week of independent reading should be expected by the time children are in the third or fourth grade. 
Workbook and skill sheet tasks take too much of the time allotted for reading. These should be pared to the minimum that will actually contribute to growth in reading. 

Our Roots
Yetta Goodman; Andrea Jaggar 
Kid-watching
Children are extremely capable language learners and users
“…a role change from instructors who assume responsibility for children’s learning by controlling and correcting, to that of facilitators who provide opportunity for kids to take responsibility for their own learning.”

Our Roots
Brian Cambourne 
Brian’s terms
Immersion
Demonstration
Expectation
Responsibility
Use
Approximation
Response

My Terms
Opportunities
Demonstration
Trust
Ownership
Doing
Miscues
Feedback/collaboration

Our Roots
Jerome Harste 
How we envision literacy makes a difference.  If we see it as meaning making, and not meaning making plus inquiry, we fail to envision all that literacy might be.  If we see literacy as language and not language plus other sign systems, we also fail to envision all that literacy can be.  
If interaction patterns don’t change, then nothing is different.  To change education requires a shift in the nature of teacher-student, student-student, and student-content area interaction.

Our Roots
Jerome Harste 
The goal of a good language arts program is to expand communication potential.
Taking what we know in one sign system and recasting it in terms of another is both natural and basic to literacy.
Just as reading involves the flexible use of all cue systems, so also literacy entails the flexible use of all sign systems in the creation of a successful text given a specific context.

Our Roots
Jerome Harste 
I cannot talk about sign systems except in relationship to education as inquiry.
Sign systems can be used to enhance all the underlying processes of literacy.
Literacy always involves an intuitive leap of faith, and it is in this leap that sign systems play a significant part. 

Principles Stemming from our Roots 
Everyone can learn
Create and foster safe learning environments
Literacy is a right and not a privilege
Every child deserves a reading experience
Schools need to slow down so kids can hurry up
Stop assessing so much
Celebrate miscues
Celebrate literacy success
Principles Stemming from our Roots 
Teach them how to find pleasure in reading
Allow children to express themselves
Assess in different ways
Every child is important to us – use differentiated techniques to reach all
Have a trusting environment
Be sincere
Model
Every child has at least one talent that we haven’t discovered yet
Lifelong learning
Principles Stemming from our Roots 
Build background knowledge
Give kids experiences – create experiences
Read-alouds!!!
Give them the foundations they need
Create that “dining room table” experience in the classroom
Teaching and learning are personal experiences – different for everyone
Make time for what is important
Grab students by their emotions
Show children what literacy does for us

Principles/Implications 
Learning is social
We learn by doing
Create powerful learning engagements; purposeful, authentic experiences
Learning involves passion
A focus to the process is helpful
Trust
Ownership

Principles 
Let go—look for ways to give ownership in everything that we do.  We don’t have to, we can’t, teach everything.  Involve our students in our decisions.
Look for evidence that we trust our students and that they know it.
Slow down—let the magic of learning and literacy happen.
Incorporate all of the sign systems in what we do.
Think inquiry.

Strategies 
The whole world is our classroom;  don’t get bogged down in the NCSCOS, pacing guides, lists and lists of stuff.  
Let’s turn our kids on to learning about the world.  It is there waiting for us. 

Literature Circles 
Literate Conversations
Less is More
Letting Go
       Beware of trying to do too much
      We don’t have to teach everything
Think-alouds
Meta-literate Conversations
Recognize Good Stuff
Participate as a Learner
Remain focused on what is most important 

Strategies 
Sketch to Stretch
Poem to Stretch
Written Conversation
Save the Last Word for Me
Passages to Ponder
One-word Wonders
That Reminds Me
Where are you going?  Can I come?
Write Arounds
Conversation Journals
Letters 

Demonstration 
Summer of the Monkeys    pg 270
Wilson Rawls
A Year Down Yonder   pg 147
Richard Peck
Show Way  
Jacqueline Woodson
Slower Than the Rest
Cynthia Rylant
Coming On Home Soon
Jacqueline Woodson
Sister Anne’s Hands
Marybeth Lorbiecki 

Guess Who My Favorite Person Is
Byrd Baylor
The Table Where Rich People Sit
Byrd Baylor
Koala Lou
Mem Fox
Chicken Sunday
Patricia Polacco
Sister Anne’s Hands
Marybeth Lorbiecki
Thank you for a wonderful discussion
Dr. Brad Walker
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